MINUTES OF BIGGLESWADE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 23rd JANUARY 2007 AT THE OFFICES OF BIGGLESWADE TOWN COUNCIL, THE OLD COURT HOUSE, SAFFRON ROAD BIGGLESWADE

Present:
Cllr Mrs WP Smith (Chair), Cllr Mrs M Bracey, Cllr BV Briars, Cllr Mrs R Kerfoot,

Cllr DJ Lawrence, Cllr Mrs JG Lawrence, Cllr Mrs H Ramsay, Cllr PR Rook, Cllr Mrs MA Russell, 
Cllr RGC Skinner, Cllr D Smith, Cllr MD Thomas, Cllr PF Vickers,  Cllr GED Wilson, Cllr T Woodward


Mrs DA King - Town Clerk



Miss A Baldwin – Finance & Admin Assistant

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs M Bracey and Mr R Kerfoot
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
a) Prejudicial Interests
There were no prejudicial interests

b)
Personal Interests
Cllrs PF Vickers, D Smith and Mrs JG Lawrence registered an interest as members of the District Council Development Control Committee in respect of planning applications listed on the agenda.

Cllrs Mrs W Smith, Mrs JG Lawrence, D Lawrence, D Smith and PF Vickers registered an interest as Mid Beds District Councillors in respect of item 10d
Cllrs D Lawrence and Mrs M Russell registered an interest as County Councillors in respect of item 10d.

Cllrs Mrs W Smith, D Smith, PF Vickers, Mrs M Russell and T Woodward registered an interest in respect of item 10e

3. TOWN MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor reported that Bedfordshire County Council Highways were holding a Road Show on the 31st January 2007 at Sandy Town Council and had invited two representatives of the Council to attend.

Cllrs Mrs H Ramsey and G Wilson agreed they would attend.

It was also reported that the Clerk had circulated an extract of the Bedfordshire Highways draft 5 year works programme. 
Any comments on the programme to be forwarded by 31st January 2007.
4.         PUBLIC OPEN SESSION


There were no matters discussed during the public open session
5.
BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY
Apologies were received from PC Ian Wilson.
Copies of the latest crime figures were circulated to members.

6.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS
a.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 28th November 2006 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

b.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 12th December 2006 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

c.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Tuesday 14th November 2006 at the offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

d.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Public Land & Open Space Committee held on Tuesday 14th November 2006 at the offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

e.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Off Street Car Parking Committee held on Tuesday 14th November 2006 at the offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

f.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Personnel Committee held on Thursday 14th December 2006 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

Members approved the Committee’s recommendations as outlined in the minutes.

g.         Members received and adopted Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 9th January 2007 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.
7.
MATTERS ARISING
a.
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 28th November 2006.


There were no matters arising.

b.          Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 12th December 2006.

There were no matters arising.

c.
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Tuesday 14th November 2006 at the offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

There were no matters arising.
d.
Minutes of the Finance Public Land & Open Space Committee held on Tuesday 14th November 2006 at the offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

There were no matters arising.

e.
Minutes of the Off Street Car Parking Committee held on Tuesday 14th November 2006 at the offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.


There were no matters arising.

f.
Minutes of the Personnel Committee held on Thursday 14th December 2006.

There were no matters arising.

g.
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 9th January 2007.

There were no matters arising.

8.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a.
06/02015/FULL - 3, Kittiwake Close, Biggleswade


Full: Single storey side and front extension with pitched roof.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application provided the neighbours are consulted and that any comments they may make are considered by MBDC in their deliberations.  In addition, the District Council is to ensure that their guidelines on the size of the proposed extension to the principle dwelling are complied with in order to eliminate detriment in respect of light and privacy of adjacent residents.

b.
06/02131/OUT - Furzenhall Cottage, Furzenhall Road, Biggleswade

Outline: Erection of detached dwelling (all matters reserved except scale and layout) following demolition of existing dwelling.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application. 
c.
07/00023/FULL - 4 Kitelands Road, Biggleswade


Full: Extension to existing garage.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application provided the neighbours are consulted and that any comments they may make are considered by MBDC in their deliberations.  In addition, the District Council is to ensure that their guidelines on the size of the proposed extension to the principle dwelling are complied with in order to eliminate detriment in respect of light and privacy of adjacent residents.

9.
ACCOUNTS


Financial Administration

Members received and adopted the following accounts:

i.   Detailed Balance Sheet to 30th November 2006.

ii.  Summary of Income & Expenditure.

iii. Current Bank Account, receipts and payments to 30th November 2006.

iv. Detailed Balance Sheet to 31st December 2006.

v.  Summary of Income & Expenditure.

vi. Current Bank Account, receipts and payments to 31st December 2006. 

10.        ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
a.
Erection of Banners on Railings
Members considered the correspondence from Beds County Council regarding advertising on the railings in the Town Centre.  A discussion also took place on suitable alternatives to the railings.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council would comply with their comments and reaffirm the decision made for a complete ban.

b.
Arqiva Transmitting Station, EDF Energy Substation, Holme Crescent
The Town Council considered correspondence from Arqiva outlining their current plans at the above transmitting station on behalf of T-Mobile who have requested a site share request to utilise the existing transmitting station as the location for a new third generation mobile phone base station.  It is confirmed that the associated ground based equipment will be accommodated within an existing cabin and the only development in this respect will be an additional feeder ladder.


It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application
c.
Public Land & Open Space Committee Visit - The Lakes
Members discussed the PLOS Committee recommendations on the above and the Clerk outlined the approximate costs for graffiti removal and bonding:
Graffiti removal

£300

Protective coating
£340 (lasts for 20 cleans)

Permanent coating
£1500

It was RESOLVED that the graffiti should be removed from the whole of the building and a permanent coating applied.

It was also RESOLVED that the 4 Cypress trees be replaced and the new trees should be suitably protected.

d.
Future of Local Government in Bedfordshire
Members discussed the Government White Paper in relation to the future of Local Government in Bedfordshire
Cllr Mrs M Russell outlined the timetable for the proposal for unitary local government.

25th January 

Final proposals to the DCLG

March 2007
Announcement of the Governments preliminary views and consultation with local stakeholders between March and June
July 2007
Final announcement of successful proposals

It was generally agreed that it was very difficult to give a view on unitary status as there was not enough 

information at the moment.

It was however agreed that the Town Council would wish to take on more responsibilities with the 

appropriate funding, and that no decision making is taken away from them.

e.
Maintenance of St Andrews Churchyard
Members discussed the request by the church warden who had set out details of work he would like the Town Council to carry out.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council would be prepared to continue to maintain the church yard at the levels of service now in operation within their work schedule but are unable to undertake any further work or enhancement due to our commitment in all other areas.

11.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

b.
Planning Decisions






           

It was RESOLVED that items i. – xvii. Listed on the agenda be noted.
c.
Report on Progress of Outstanding Matters
i. Bonds Lane

Nothing to report

ii.    Saxon Gate Community Centre




Nothing to report.

12.        PUBLIC OPEN SESSION


There were no items discussed during the public open session

13.
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

It is advisable that in the public interest, the public and press are excluded whilst the Exempt Items appertaining to paragraph 8, 9 and 11 of the 1985 (Act) and that they are requested to withdraw.

a.
Play Equipment – Kitelands Recreation Ground
14.
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS
a. Developers Contributions secured fro, 147 London Road Development - 
      Additional Play Equipment - Kitelands Recreation Ground
Members considered the quotations in relation to Additional Play Equipment – Kitelands Recreation Ground

It was RESOLVED that quotation A be accepted.
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